Quantification of the in vitro activity of some compounds with spermicidal activity.
The in vitro spermicidal activity of the commonly used surfactant spermicides and the antiseptic chlorhexidine, were quantified in a statistically reproducible manner, using donor semen and image capture analysis. The spermicidal activity was expressed as the ED50 under defined assay conditions. Using these parameters, the order of spermicidal activity was: Menfegol > nonoxynol-9 approximately benzalkonium chloride > sodium docusate > chlorhexidine. These differences were statistically significant.